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2018 KAZILARI

2018 sezonu sualtt kazilar1 siirenin 2 aya
cekilmesi nedeniyle sadece narteks ile sinir-
landirilmistir. Sualt1 kazilarma stratejik pla-
nimizda 9 ve 10 numara ile isaretlenen alan-
larda baglanmigtir (Fig. 1). 9 numarali sondaj
kazisinda yapinin rolévesinde eksik olan ana
girig kapisinin, 10 numaralida ise narteksten
bazilikaya girisi saglayan ara kapinin bulun-
mas1 hedeflenmistir.

SONDAJ 9

2015 yilinda yapilan ylizey arastirmasinda
yapiya ait rolevede narteksin kuzey duvari-
nin tamami ve batt duvarinin bir béliimii go-
zitkmedigi i¢in plana islenememisti'. Bu ne-
denle 2018 kazilarinda 6ncelikli alanlardan
birisi de 8 x 4 m 6l¢iilerindeki Sondaj 9
olmustur.

Sondaj alaninda yapilan kazi ve temizlik
caligmalarinda pigmis toprak stroterli c¢atki
mezarlarin burada da devam ettigi anlasilmis-
tir. Ancak bu alandaki mezarlar {izerine yiki-
lan yapmin agir taglar1 nedeniyle cogunlukla
dagilmustir. Iyi durumda kurtarilan ve kazist P g _,_J
yapilan bir mezardan (KM 11) bol miktarda A
insan kemigi ¢ikmistir. Mezar dogu bat1 yo-
niinde uzanmakta olup, kemik dizilisinden i AN
hareketle bas kisminin batida oldugu sdyle- e 7 SONDAJ 2
nebilir. Kemiklerin 6n incelemelerine gore e : e
mezar yetiskin erkek bir bireye ait olmalidir.

Sondaj 9 kazilarinda bekledigimiz hem ana
girig kapisi, hem de bazilika ile atrium arasin-
da uzanmasi gereken narteksin kuzey duvari-
na ait herhangi bir tas siras1 bulunamamastir.
Ancak kazi esnasinda tespit ettigimiz 17 adet
¢ivi ve karbon pargalari, her ne kadar esik
veya kapi sovesi bulamamis olsak da, burada
olas1 bir ahgap kapinin olabilecegini diisiin-
diirmektedir.

Sondaj 9 kazilarinda 56 adet bronz sikke, . L . - S
6 adet seramik parcast. 5 adet bronz obic. 4 Fig. 2: Yapi icerisinde bugiine dek kazi, temizlik ve mimari ¢izim
a pargast, Je, calismalar1 yapilan tiim boliimler.

adet kursun parga, birisi bl.Z olmak l'i;er.e 2 Fig. 2: All sections inside the structure with completed excavation,
adet bronz obje, 1 adet kemik ele ge¢cmistir. cleaning and architectural drawings.

Fig. 1: Stratejik planimiza gore belirlenen sondaj alanlari.
Fig. 1: Strategic soundings planned.

SONDAJ 1

SONDAJ 1 GA

- 5

' SAHIN 2015, 43 Fig. 12.
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Fig. 3: Belirlenen agma sinirlart.
Fig. 3: Trench limits.

2018 EXCAVATIONS

In 2018, the underwater excavations were confined
with the narthex due to a limited campaign of 2 months.
The excavations started in areas 9 and 10 in our strate-
gic plan (Fig. 1). The sounding #9 is aimed at locating
the main entrance that lacks on the measured drawing of
the structure, while the sounding #10 aims to locate the
communicating door from the narthex into the basilica.

SOUNDING 9

Since the entirety of the northern and part of the wes-
tern narthex walls were not observed during the survey
in 2015, they could not be shown in the building plan’.
Therefore, in 2018 excavation season, one of the prio-
rity areas was the Sounding #9 which measured 8 x 4 m.

The excavation and cleaning activities in this area
revealed that the pan tile (stroteres in Greek) framed
graves continued here as well. However, the graves at
this location have fallen to pieces due to collapse of the

'SAHIN 2015, 43 Fig. 12
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heavy building stones from the overlying structure.
Abundant number of human bones were found in a
well preserved grave (KM 11) that was excavated.
The grave lies in the east-west direction, with the
head pointing to the west based on the placement of
the bones. A preliminary analysis of the bones indica-
tes that the grave should belong to a male.

We failed to find any course of stones that would
point out the presence of the main entrance and the
northern narthex wall, which should have been lying
between the basilica and the atrium during the exca-
vations at sounding #9. In the absence of any thres-
hold or door jamb, 17 nails and carbon fragments that
we found during the excavation suggest that there
should have been a wooden door at this spot.

The excavations at sounding #9 yielded 56 bronze
coins, 6 potsherds, 5 bronze objects, 4 lead fragments,
an bronze awl and another bronze object, and a bone.
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Denizcilik Arkeolojisi Dergisi

SONDAJ 10

Sondaj 10, narteks boliimiinden orta nefe gegisi sag-
layan olas1 ara kapiy1 tespit etmek amaciyla agilmigtir
(Fig. 2). Bunun i¢in en uygun yer narteksin giineyinde,
atrium ve nef duvarlarinin arasinda yer almaktadir. Son-
dajin genisligi 2 metre, uzunlugu ise 3 metre olarak be-
lirlenmistir. Alanin sinirlanmasinda narteksin kuzeyine
dogru alan igerisinde yer alan biiylik boyutlu dokiintii
taglar 6nemli rol oynamigtir. Sinir belirlenirken, yapinin
mevcut beden duvarlarina zarar vermemek diisiincesi ile
nef duvari ile atrium duvarindan 1 metre mesafe bira-
kilmistir. Agma sinirlarimi sualtinda rahat izleyebilmek
amaci ile koselere tizeri sar1 renkli bantlarla kaplanmig
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demir kaziklar ¢akilmigtir. Agma sinirlari ise yesil renk-
li ip ile belirgin hale getirilmistir (Fig. 3).

Ac¢ma igerisinde yilizey temizliginden sonra ilk agiga
cikan buluntular yine pigmis toprak stroterli catki me-
zarlar olmustur (Fig. 4). Kazilar sirasinda agma igerisin-
de 5 adet kiremit ¢atki mezar ortaya ¢ikartilmistir. Me-
zarlardan ikisi saglam, ikisi dagilmis durumdadir. Bir
mezarin ise yarist agma sinirinin diginda bulunmaktadir.
Dagilmis durumda olan KM-9 ve KM-10 numarali me-
zarlar temizlenerek korunan iskeletler yiizeye taginmis-
tir (Fig. 5). Saglam durumda olan mezarlara ise ilerde
in situ sergilemek tizere dokunulmayarak bu alandaki
kazilar sonlandirilmustir.

Fig. 4: Temizlenen kiremit ¢atki
mezarlar.

Fig. 4: Cleaned pan tile framed
graves.

Fig. 5: 1ki mezar arasinda kalan
ve dagilmis halde bulunan KM-9
numarali mezar.

Fig. 5: Grave no. KM-9 found
scattered around between two
graves.
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SOUNDING 10

Sounding #10 was opened to determine a potential ga-
teway from the narthex into the central nave (Fig. 2).
The best possible location lies between the atrium and
the nave walls to the south of the narthex. The sounding
is 2 m wide and 3 m long, where large rubble stones
located to the north of the narthex played an important
role in delimiting the area. When determining limits, a
l-meter-margin was left untouched from the nave and
from the atrium in order to avoid any damage to the main
walls of the structure. Steel stakes strapped with yellow
bands were driven on four corners for a better visualiza-

Fig. 6: Zemine ait ¢ikint1.
Fig. 6: Projection pertaining to the floor.

ig. 8: Ge¢ Roma Donemi kandil.
ig. 8: Oil-lamp from the Late Roman Period.
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tion of the trench limits under the water while the trench
borders were made visible with a green string (Fig. 3).

The first finds uncovered following the surface clea-
ning in the sounding were, again, tile framed graves (Fig.
4). The excavations yielded 5 tile framed graves in this
sounding, where two were found intact, and the other
two were dispersed, and half of another tomb was outsi-
de the trench limits. The two dispersed graves, KM-9 and
KM-10, were cleaned up and the skeletons were remo-
ved (Fig. 5). The two intact graves were left untouched
to be displayed in situ in the future, and the excavations
in this area were terminated.

‘ .
Fig. 7: Kandile ait kalip parcasi.
Fig. 7: Mould fragment of an oil-lamp.

P LT PSS
4

Fig. 9: Ucu kancali altin obje. -
ig. 9: Golden object with a hook on one end.

Fig. 10: III. Gordianus
sikkesi.

Fig. 10: A coin from
Gordianus III period.
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Fig. 11.

Narteks, kazilarinda elde edilen 6nemli verilerden
birisi ilk olarak prothesis boliimiinde duvar iizerinde
korunan zemine ait siva kalintisinin burada da tespit
edilmesi olmustur (Fig. 6). Narteksi atriumdan ayiran
duvarin dogu yiizeyinde, yiizeyden 17 cm derinlikte
bulunan bu ¢ikinti, bazilikanin tahribinden sonra, ze-
min kaplamasimin tamammin sokiilerek alindigi yo-
niindeki kuskularimizi giiclendirmektedir.

Narteks alaninin genelinde yapilan kazilar esnasin-
da 1 adet elektron sikke, 69 adet bronz sikke ve 3 adet
amorf altin obje, 1 adet modern yiiziik, 1 adet kan-
dil, birisi kaliba ait olmak iizere 7 adet kandil parcas1
(Fig. 7), 44 adet seramik, 5 adet ¢ivi, 1 adet kabara,
14 adet fresk parca, 9 adet kursun obje, 5 adet cam
parca, 1 adet kalypter parcasi, 1 adet kiink parcasi
ve 5 adet mermer mimari parca, 8 adet opus sectile
doseme ait olabilecek renkli mermer pargasi, 2 adet
tesserae, 1 adet kemik obje, 6 adet cam parcasi ele
gecmistir.

Kazida bulunan tama yakin korunan kandillerden
bir tanesi tip ve 6zellikleri ile yerel iiretim kandiller-
den olup IS. 5.-6. yiizy1l 6rnekleri arasinda benzerini
bulmaktadir (Fig. 8). Kandilin yiiksekligi 3,2 cm, ge-
nigligi 5,8 cm, diskus ¢ap1 3,8 cm, diskus delik ¢ap1 1
cm, kaide ¢api1 2,3 santimetredir.

Altin objelerden birisi zincir seklinde olup, uglar-

dan birisi halka, digeri kancalidir (Fig. 9). Kalinlig:
0,1 cm, uzunlugu 1,8 cm ve agirligi 0,4 gramdir.

Narteks buluntular arasinda yer alan sikkelerden
birisi IS 238-244 tarihi ile yine bazilika dncesi do-
nemi temsil etmektedir (Fig. 10)>. III. Gordianus’a
ait olan sikkenin On yiiziinde saga profilden 151n tag-
I1 imparator biistiive ¢evresinde [AVT K M AN]T
I'OPAIANOCAVT lejant1. Arka yiizde ise kare masa;
tizerinde iki tane 6diil ¢elengi, masa altinda 6diil am-
phorasi. Bronz sikkenin ¢ap1 2,4 cm, kalinlig1 0,1 cm
ve agirhigi 5,2 gramdir.

DEGERLENDIRME

Bazilika kalintisinda 2017-2018 yillarinda gercek-
lestirilen sualti kazilarinda toplam 432 adet sikke ele
gecmistir. Bunlardan 52 adet sikkenin kondisyonu
iyidir. Sikkelerden 423 adeti bronz, 6 adeti glimiis, 2
adeti piring ve 1 adeti elektrondur. Sondaj 1’de 347,
Sondaj 2’de 1 adet, Sondaj 3’te 47 adet ve yiizeyde
37 adet sikke bulunmustur. Sikkeler 1.S. 2. yiizy1ldan
baslayip Cumhuriyet Dénemizin erkek kuruslarina
kadar genis bir zaman dilimine yayilmaktadir. Bu
donem kazilarinda buldugumuz en erken tarihli sik-
ke 1.8. 195-197 arasina tarihlenen Clodius Albinus
sikkesidir. Tiirk Dénemine ait paralar ise I. Mehmed
akegesi ve Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti kuruslar ile temsil
edilmektedir.

2 https://pro.coinarchives.com/a/lotviewer.php?LotID=300991 &AucID=527&Lot=69. (29.10.2018)
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One of the most important data obtained from the
narthex excavations is the finding of plaster remains si-
milar to those on the protected wall in the prothesis sec-
tion (Fig. 6). The projection found at 17 cm depth from
the surface on the eastern side of the wall separating the
narthex from the atrium, enhances our suspicion about
the complete removal of floor paving following destru-
ction of the basilica.

The excavations in the narthex area yielded an ele-
ctron coin, 69 bronze coins, 3 amorphous objects, 1
modern ring, 1 oil-lamp, and seven oil-lamp fragments,
with one belonging to the mould for an oil-lamp (Fig.
7), 44 ceramic objects, 5 nails, 1 hobnail, 14 fresque
fragments, 9 lead objects, 5 glass fragments, 1 calypter
fragment, 1 pipe fragment and 5 marble building-block
fragments, 8 chromatic marble fragments that should
belong to an opus sectile floor paving, 2 tesserae, 1 bone
object, and 6 glass fragments.

One of the oil-lamps that is found almost intact, and
it resembles the ones that were produced locally during
the 5th -6th centuries AD (Fig. 8). The oil-lamp is 3.2
cm high, 5.8 cm wide, with a discus diameter of 3.8 cm,
and a discus orifice diameter of 1 cm, with a base of 2.3
cm in diameter.

One of the golden objects is a chain with one end con-
taining a ring and the other end containing a hook (Fig.

2 https://pro.coinarchives.com/a/lotviewer.php?LotID=300991&AucID=527&I ot=
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- Fig. 12: Narteksde ¢akilli tabakanin
temizlenmesi.
Fig. 12: Clearing of the layer with
pebbles in nartex.

9). The chain is 0.1 cm wide, and 1.8 cm long, and it
weighs 0.4 grams.

One of the coins is among the finds from the narthex,
representing the period before the construction of the
basilica, ca. 238-244 AD (Fig. 10)2. The head side of the
coin that belongs to Gordian III, contains a side view of
the emperor’s bust, wearing a radiant crown and the le-
gend reads [AVT K M AN]T TOPAIANOCAVT. On the
flipside, there is a square table depiction with two laurel
wreaths on the table, and one trophy amphora under the
table. The bronze coin has a diameter of 2,4 cm, and it
is 0,1 cm thick and it weighs 5,2 grams.

CONCLUSION

The number of coins found in the basilica during
the 2017 — 2018 underwater excavations is 432. Out
of these 432 coins, 52 are in good condition, 423 are
bronze, 6 is silver, 2 are brass, and 1 is an electron
coin. Sounding 1, 2 and 3 yielded 347, 1, and 47 pieces
of coins, respectively and 37 coins were found on the
lake bottom. The coins cover a wide span from the 2nd
century AD to the early kurus (piaster) examples of
the Turkish Republic. The earliest coin that was reco-
vered during this campaign is a Clodius Albinus coin
dating to between 195 and 197 AD. The Turkish period
is represented by a Mehmed I coin and a kurus of the
Turkish Republic.

69. (29.10.2018)
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Fig. 13: 2017-2018 ka-
zilarma gore belirlenen
yapinin evreleri.

Fig. 13: Building phases
based on the excavations
in 2017-2018.

Kiremit Harg

£ Dogal Kalker

[ Birinci Evre
Ml tini Evee [ Moloz Tag
I Ugincii Evre Memmer

Fig. 14: Bazilika yapisinin 2016 sezonu ¢alismalar: sirasindaki havadan goriiniimii (solda), kazilar ve tas temizligi
sonrasinda yapinin 2017 sezonu sonundaki goriiniimii (sagda).

Fig. 14: An aerial view of the Basilica building during the 2016 campaign (left), view of the structure following the
excavations and removal of stones in the end of 2017 campaign (right).

Seramik buluntularin biiyiik ¢ogunlukla Roma impa-
ratorluk Donemine tarihlenmektedir. En erken tarihli bu-
luntular 1.S. 1. yiizyila, en geg olanlar ise IS. 7. yiizyila
aittir. IS. 1. yiizyila tarihlenen erken pargalar istisnalar
disinda IV. katmandan sonra ele gegmistir. Kap ka-
cak pargalari biiyiik cogunlukla IS. 3.-4. yiizyil arasmna
tarihlenmekte olup IS. 5.-7. yiizyila ait olanlar da bulun-
maktadir (Fig. 11). Ge¢ donem buluntular1 genellikle
yiizey veya I. Katmandan gelmektedir.

2017-2018 kazilarinin sonunda prothesis, apsis, diako-
nikon ve nartesk boliimlerinde ¢aligmalar dnemli dlgiide
tamamlanmstir (Fig. 12). Yapida 4 evre tespit edilmistir
(Fig. 13). Birinci evre Pagan Donemine ait tapinak olma-
lidir. Olas1 tapinaga ait heniiz mimari herhangi bir temel
kalintisina rastlayamadik. Ancak Hiristiyanlik Donemi
oncesine ait sikke veya kap kacak orneklerine 2017 y1-
linda bulunan erotik figiirin de eklenince bu olasilik glic-
lenmeye baslamustir. Ikinci evreyi sari renk ile gésterilen
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mezar sapel temsil etmektedir (Fig. 13). Sapelin giiney
batisina yerlestirilen lahit olasilikla Aziz Neophytos un
naas1 i¢indir. I. Theodosius’un 391 yilinda ilan ettigi
ferman ile Hiristiyanligin imparatorlugun yegane mes-
ru dini olmas1 ve geleneksel Roma dinine olan destegin
sona ermesi iizerine olas1 tapmagin lizerine bazilika inga
edilmis olmalidir. Bema duvari altinda bulunan mezarlar
bu tarihi desteklemektedir. Renksiz gosterilen 3. evre ile
birlikte mezar sapeli bazilikanin diakonikon bdliimiine
doniismiistiir. En son evreyi ise apsis, prothesis ve orta
nefte agiga cikarttigimiz mavi renk ile gosterilen geg
dénem yapisi temsil etmektedir. Bu duvarlarin daha kii-
ciiltiilmiis bir kiliseye mi, yoksa baska bir yapiya m1 ait
oldugu heniiz anlagilamamigtir (Fig. 14).

Nartesk boliimiinde yapilan kazilarda ise ana girigin
olasilikla ahsaptan bir kapis1 oldugu tahmin edilmektedir
(Fig. 15). Narteksten bazilikaya gegisi saglayan ara kapi-
ya ait herhangi bir ip ucuna ise rastlanamamustir.
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Most of the sherds belong to the Roman Empire pe-
riod. The earliest examples of these finds belong to
the 1st century AD, while the latest ones are dated to
the 7th century. Besides some exceptions, these early
finds dated to the 1st century AD were excavated be-
low the level IV. The potsherds mostly date to the 3rd
to 4th centuries AD, and there are examples from the
Sth to 7th centuries AD as well (Fig. 11). Late period
finds were mostly from the lakebottom or the level 1.

Following the 2017 and 2018 campaigns, the ex-
cavations have been mostly terminated in the prothe-
sis, the apsis, the diakonikon and the narthex sections
(Fig. 12). There are four phases of the building (Fig.
13). The first phase should be the temple from the
Pagan period. We have not observed any foundati-
on remains of a possible temple yet. However, this
possibility is now enhanced with the erotic figurine
recovered during the 2017 excavations in addition
to previous examples of coins and potsherds before
Christianity. The second phase is represented by the

Maritime Archaeology Periodical

funerary chapel shown here in yellow (Fig. 13). The
sarcophagus placed to the southwest of the chapel
is probably for the corpse of St Neophytos. In 391,
Theodosius I issued a decree adopting Christianity
as the sole religion of the empire, and it is probab-
ly after the end of support for the traditional religion
of Rome that the basilica was built on top of the an-
cient temple. The dating is supported by the burials
found beneath the bema wall. With the period of the
3rd phase, which is shown without coloring here, the
funerary chapel was transformed to the diakonikon
of the basilica. The final phase is represented with the
late period structure, where the uncovered apsis, pro-
thesis and mid-nave are shown here with blue. It is
still uncertain whether these walls belong to a church
of reduced size or to another building (Fig. 14).

We assume that the main entrance had a wooden
entrance based on our excavations in the narthex se-
ction (Fig. 15). There is still no clue related to the
communicating door from the narthex to the basilica.

Fig. 15: Kazilarin tamamlanmasindan sonra narteks bolimii.
Fig. 15: Nartex section following the completion of excavations.
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TESEKKUR

Danismanligimda, Iznik Gélii’'nde sualti kazisi
yapmak iizere izin veren ve her tiirlii destekte bu-
lunan Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlhigi, Kiiltiir Varlikla-
r1 ve Miizeler Genel Miidiirliigii’ne ve Iznik Miize
Miidiirliigi adina Kazi Bagkanligini iistlenen miize
miidiirii Sayin Haydar Kalsen’e minnettariz. iznik
Miize Midiirliigli uzmanlar1 Mehmet Hasan Boz-
kurt, Ali Erek, Engin Ulgen ve Hasan Yasar’a ekibi-
miz ile uyumlu ¢aligmalarindan dolay1 ¢ok tesekkiir
ederiz. Kazi caligsmalar1 Bursa Biiyliksehir Beledi-
yesi sponsorlugunda siirdiiriilmekte olup, yardim ve
destekleri i¢in Bursa Biiyiiksehir Belediye Bagkani
Sayin Alinur Aktas ve ¢aligma arkadaslarina, destek
ve katkilarindan dolay1 Uludag Universitesi Rektorii
Prof. Dr. Yusuf Ulcay’a ayrica minnettariz. Ekibin
sualt1 daliglar1 esnasinda saglik ve giivenligini des-
teklemek {izere Istanbul Universitesi Capa Tip Fa-
kiiltesi Sualt1 Hekimligi ve Hiperbarik Tip Anabilim
Dali ile irtibata gecilmis ve destek saglanmistir.
Katkilarindan dolay1 basta Anabili Dali Bagkani
Prof. Dr. Samil Aktas olmak iizere Istanbul Univer-
sitesi Tip Fakiiltesi Dekanligina tesekkiirlerimizi
sunariz: Dr. Ayse Sena Yumbul, Dr. Ertugrul Keri-
moglu, Dr. Ozding Acarli, Dr. Abdusselam Celebi,
Dr. Emine Omiir, Dr. Hilal Ak.

Ekipte arkeolog olarak Dr. Serkan Giindiiz, Can
Ciner, Aytag Bayram, Cagr1 Aydin, Erhan Giirman,
Gamze Bayram, Hiilya Yamurkaya, Gurbet Kiling,
Sedat Giingordii, Semih Togan, Sevilay Dedeaga,
Ismail Su, S. Iraz Sezgiin, Ramazan Giiler ve Ozgiin
Sabri, antropolog olarak I. Semih Onur ve restora-
tor olarak Sara Ozgelik ve Cem Akgiin ile birlikte
Uludag Universitesi Arkeoloji Béliimiinden lisans
ogrencileri stajyer olarak yer almistir. Uyumlu ve
ozverili ¢aligmalarindan dolayi biitiin ¢aligma ekibi-
ne tesekkiirli borg bilirim.
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