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Neolitik Donem denizcilik hareketleri son sayimizin bag-
ligin1 olugturuyor. Son derece ilging ve ¢ok degerli katki
saglayan bilim insanlarmin makaleleriyle bu basligin ¢ok
ilging bulunacagini diisliniiyoruz. Yaymimiz ¢ikartilma-
ya bagladigindan bu yana stirekli farkli konular1 giindeme
getirme bagarisini gosteren Editoriimiiz Mehmet Bezdan’1
bu vesileyle kutlamamiz gerekiyor. Yaymn siirekliligi-stir-
diiriilebilir olmasinin 6nemi kadar bu husus da fevkalade
onem arz ediyor yayin hayatinda.

Besinci yil cilt kapagini 2018 yilinin son aylarinda olaga-
niistli bir kesfin Tiirkiye karasularinda yer almasina tahsis
ettik. Dog. Dr. Hakan Oniz’in Antalya yakinlarinda kesfet-
tigi MO 16-15. yiizy1l batig1 diinyada bulunan en eski batik
olma 6zelligine sahip. Bu heyecan verici kesif bir kez daha
Tiirkiye’nin sahip oldugu sualt1 kiiltiir miras1 zenginligini
gozler oniine sermektedir. Bu kesifle, her zaman vurguladi-
Simiz gibi, sualt1 arkeolojisi agisindan Tiirkiye’nin ne ka-
dar 6nemli bir iilke oldugunu bir kez daha gérmek miimkiin
olmustur.

Sualti arkeolojisinin bilimsel temelleri Tirkiye’de atil-
mugtir. Diinya’da sualt1 arkeolojisinin babasi olarak bilinen
Prof. Dr. George Bass Tiirkiye karasularinda 60 yila yakin
hizmet verirken su anda yerine en 6nemli arkeolog olarak
saygl duyulan Prof. Dr. Cemal Pulak’1, bir Tiirk arkeologu
da yetistirmigtir. Sualt Arkeoloji Enstitiisii INA 60 yildir
Tiirkiye’de bu bilim dalinin gelismesine onciiliik etmistir.
Bu 6nemli kurum Tiirkiye’nin en etkin reklamini yaparken,
kiiltiir turizmine de katkida bulunmustur. Diinya’nin en
eski ahsap kadirgasi da Tiirkiye’de sergilenmektedir. Yuka-
ridaki satirlarda paylastigim son kesifle birlikte daha dnce
yine Tiirkiye kiyilarinda bulunan diger Tung Cag: batiklar
Uluburun ve Gelidonya ile birlikte diinyanin en eski batik-
lar1 bu sularda bulunmus, bilimsel arastirmasi yapilmis ve
bilim diinyasina sunulmustur.

Bu ozellikleriyle Tiirkiye hem ¢ok degisik donemlere ait
hem de en eski 6rnekleri sualtinda barindiran bir iilke olma
konumundadir. Sualt1 arkeolojisi konusunda ayni zaman-
da ¢ok degerli bilim adamlariyla diinyada saygin bir yere
sahiptir. Bunlar1 en iyi sekilde yansitacak miizeleri de be-
raberinde 6n plana almasi Tirkiye’yi emsalsiz bir konuma
tastyacaktir.

* TINA Tiirkiye Sualti Arkeolojisi Vakfi
Yonetim Kurulu Baskani

The title of our latest issue is about the maritime activi-
ties during the Neolithic Period. We believe that this inte-
resting title is fair for the captivating articles by scientists
who provide us with their priceless contributions. We are
much obliged to Mehmet Bezdan, our Editor who made
sure that various topics were discussed in each issue since
our starting date. This matter is as much important in the
lifetime of a periodical, as are its continuity and sustaina-
bility.

We dedicated the cover of the 5th-year-issue to an extra-
ordinary finding in Turkish waters in late 2018. The disco-
very of a shipwreck that belongs to the 16th — 15th centuries
BC by Asst. Prof. Hakan Oniz near Antalya is the earliest
ever known throughout the world. This exciting discovery
once again reflects abundancy of cultural heritage in Tur-
kish waters. With this discovery, as we kept emphasizing in
the past, it couldn’t have become more obvious how signi-
ficant Turkey is for underwater archaeology.

The scientific foundations of the underwater archaeology
was first built in Turkey. Recognized as the father of un-
derwater archaeology, Prof. George Bass spent around 60
years surveying and excavating in Turkish waters, and now
a most respected Turkish archaeologist, Prof. Cemal Pu-
lak, who follows his discipline, is his successor. INA, the
Institute of Nautical Archaeology has pioneered in impro-
vement of this science in Turkey for 60 years. This outstan-
ding institution not only efficiently publicized Turkey, but
also contributed to the cultural tourism of the country. The
oldest known galley is currently being displayed in Turkey.
In addition to the recent discovery that I mentioned above,
the Uluburun and Gelidonya shipwrecks from Bronze Age
found in Turkish shores represent three of the oldest shipw-
recks discovered around the world, that were scientifically
studied and introduced to the world of science.

With all these features, Turkey is a country that contains
the shipwrecks both from diverse periods and their oldest
examples. Along with its invaluable scientists, it has a very
special, and very respected role in the world of underwater
archaeology. Turkey could be placed in an unmatched sta-
tus when priority is given to museums to reflect all these
features.

*Chairman of the Board
TINA Turkish Foundation for Underwater
Archaeology



